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Willenhall  is  a  manufacturing  town  in  a  mining  neighbourhood, 
having  an  estimated  population  at  Midsummer  1900,  of  19,571, 
occupying  approximately  3,650  houses.  Its  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
tradesmen  and  artizans  engaged  in  making  locks,  keys,  bolts,  curry¬ 
combs,  grid-irons,  cycles,  brass  and  iron  castings  of  every  description, 
and  in  the  production  of  manufactured  iron  from  pig  iron,  and  in  the 
galvanizing  of  iron.  There  are  also  a  few  miners. 

It  lies  in  a  broad,  shallow,  upland  valley,  some  400  to  445  feet 
above  the  sea  level,  and  the  land  gradually  rises  on  the  North  of  the 
small  stream  which  traverses  it  from  West  to  East  as  far  as  Essington, 
and  on  the  South-West  of  the  stream  as  far  as  the  Sedgley  Hills.  The 
maiden  soil  is  a  highly  productive  black  soil  of  considerable  depth,  over- 
lying  for  the  most  part  a  heavy  clay  of  clay  mixed  with  gravel,  almost 
impervious  to  water.  The  sub-soil  is  therefore  damp  in  many  places, 
notwithstanding  natural  advantages  favouring  surface  drainage.  The 
climate  is  bracing  and  there  is  less  fog  than  in  most  places  in  the 
Midlands  at  a  lower  altitude. 

A  Local  Board  of  Health  was  formed  in  1854  and  the  District 
governed  was  the  Township  of  Willenhall.  In  1871  a  Local  Board  of 
Health  was  formed  for  Short  Heath,  which  was  within  the  Township 
and  thus  the  area  of  government  was  diminished.  In  1895  an  Urban 
District  Council  was  constituted,  and  Short  Heath  ceased  to  be  in  the 
Township.  In  1890  a  system  of  sewerage  was  adopted  on  the  precipita¬ 
tion  tank  and  intermittent  downward  filtration  principle,  but  nearly  a 
third  of  the  houses  have  not  so  far  been  connected  by  drains  with  the 
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sewers.  The  connections  made  in  1899  and  1900  were  3-17.  The 
drains  are  disconnected  from  the  sewers  by  means  of  Kenyon’s  traps,  and 
manholes  of  brick  construction.  Much  of  the  drainage  work  has  been 
unsatisfactory ;  but  1  think  more  care  is  now  being  taken  to  prevent  the 
use  of  badly-arranged  drainage  pipes. 


The  sanitary  history  of  the  past  56  years,  as  guaged  by  mortality, 
is  in  the  main'  one  of  good  progress,  although  Influenza  and  Small  Pox 
appreciably  increased  the  death  rate  in  one  quinquennial  period. 


The  death  rates  per  thousand  of  population  were— 


From  1845  to  1850  inclusive  ...  290 

„  1851  „  1860  „  ...  26-8 

„  1861  „  1870  „  ...  23-8 

„  1871  „  1875  „  ...  23-4 

„  1876  „  1880  „  ...  21*8 

„  1881  „  1885  „  ...  19T 

„  1886  „  1890  „  ...  19-9 

„  1891  „  1895  „  ...  20-9 

„  1896  „  1900  „  ...  19-2 


There  were  697  births  and  340  deaths,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  350 
and  a  death  rate  of  17*3,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  370  and  200 
in  the  previous  ten  years.  The  death  rate  from  preventable  causes  was 
1*4  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  3*5  in  the  ten  previous 
years.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  children  died  under  a  year  old,  or 
169*2  per  thousand  births  registered,  as  compared  with  an  average  of 
195*7  in  the  ten  previous  years.  In  addition  to  these,  18  persons 
died  in  the  Union  House  at  Wolverhampton  from  the  township  of 
Willenhall.  The  chief  features  of  interest  in  these  figures  are,  firstly, 
that  the  death  rate  from  general  causes  has  only  twice  been  lower 
since  1857  ;  secondly,  that  the  death  rate  from  preventable  diseases 
was  only  twice  lower  since  1883,  and  thirdly,  that  the  deaths  of 
infants  in  proportion  to  registered  births  have  not  been  so  few  since 
1890.  All  except  two  of  the  deaths  were  certified  by  Doctor  or  Coroner; 
and  of  the  two  one  was  practically,  though  not  formally,  certified. 
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Sickness  from  general  causes  was  about  as  usual  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  but  considerably  under  the  average  in  the  last  half,  chiefly 
because  the  weather  was  so  unusually  mild  in  October,  November,  and 
December  that  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  were  less  numerous. 
Sickness  from  preventable  causes,  especially  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever, 
was  very  considerable,  notwithstanding  the  low  mortality  ;  whilst  the 
relatively  low  temperature  of  August  was  no  doubt  helpful  in  preventing 
infantile  Diarrhoea. 

The  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  certified  were  Diphtheria  9,  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup  1,  Erysipelas  30,  Scarlet  Fever  136,  Enteric  Fever  12 
and  Puerperal  Fever  4;  whilst  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
there  came  to  my  knowledge  Measles  427,  Whooping  Cough  131,  Diar¬ 
rhoea  19,  Mumps  27,  Chicken  Pox  53  and  Influenza  30.  Of  these  2 
died  from  Diphtheria,  2  from  Erysipelas,  3  from  Scarlet  Fever,  3  from 
Enteric  Fever,  2  from  Puerperal  Fever,  3  from  Measles,  9  from  Whoop- 
ing  Cough,  5  from  Diarrhoea  and  6  from  Influenza. 

With  regard  to  Diphtheria  in  one  case  there  was  an  abominable 
nuisance  on  the  next  premises  from  stinking  fish,  the  abatement  of 
which  1  secured  in  half-an-hour  ;  whilst  another  case  was  attributed  to 
a  nuisance  arising  from  a  foul  drain  which  passes  beneath  the  Midland 
Railway,  and  from  mud  deposited  on  the  banks  of  the  drain  by  Midland 
Company’s  workmen.  This  nuisance  was  reported  to  the  Council  in 
April,  but  your  Inspector  informs  me  it  has  not  been  abated. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  more  numerous  than  in  any  year  since 
1881.  Advice  was  given  as  to  the  general  management  of  the  disease 
in  nearly  every  case  ;  children  from  infected  houses  were  excluded  from 
School  for  six  weeks  ;  infected  premises  were  disinfected  where  prac¬ 
ticable  ;  three  Teachers  were  advised  to  keep  from  School  for  six  weeks, 
as  they  could  not  leave  infected  premises  or  were  themselves  infected  ; 
two  Teachers  continued  their  duties  at  School  after  satisfying  me  that 
they  could  and  would  keep  from  their  infected  homes;  one  Teacher 
returned  to  duty  after  ten  days’  quarantine;  the  provisions  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  were  explained  to  a  Dressmaker,  with  the  result  that 
she  took  in  no  work  for  six  weeks  ;  and  one  woman  was  prosecuted  and 
convicted  for  exposing  herself  in  the  streets  whilst  still  “  peeling,”  after 
she  had  had  her  attention  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
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Act.  The  cases  were  on  the  whole  mild  and  in  marked  contrast  to  my 
experience  of  the  disease  in  years  past.  The  sufferers  are  now  better 
managed  and  better  looked  after  than  they  used  to  be,  with  the  result 
that  there  are  fewer  renal  and  glandular  complications,  and  therefore 
much  fewer  deaths. 

How  great  the  difference  is  may  be  best  understood  by  the  following 
record  of  deaths  in  Willenhall  from  Scarlet  Fever  : 


F  rom 

1873  to  1877  inclusive 

151 

deaths 

?? 

1878  „  1882 

•  •  • 

157 

n 

?> 

1883  „  1887 

•  •  • 

12 

a 

55 

1888  „  1892  „ 

•  •  • 

29 

» 

55 

1893  „  1897 

•  •  • 

6 

)) 

55 

1898  „  1900 

•  •  • 
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and  this  in  spite  of  considerable  increase  in  population,  and  of  the  fact 
that  very  few  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

On  most  of  the  premises  infected  by  Enteric  Fever,  nuisances 
sufficient  to  generate  the  disease  were  found.  Blocked  drains  were 
speedily  put  right  and  other  nuisances  abated  on  premises  in  Union 
Street,  Lower  Lichfield  Street,  and  Russell  Street;  Formal  Notice  to 
abate  serious  nuisance  in  Stow  Heath  Road  has  n at  so  far  been  complied 
with  ;  some  repairs  to  dilapidated  premises  in  Spring  Yale  Street  have 
been  done,  and  plans  have  been  passed  by  the  Council  calculated  to  abate 
other  nuisances,  but  the  work  has  not  yet  been  carried  out;  a  thoroughly 
dilapidated  property  at  Rose  Hill  was  in  process  of  repair  in  response  to 
Notice  when  the  disease  broke  out,  and  the  premises  are  now  in  fair 
sanitary  order  ;  and  premises  in  Bow  Street  whereon  a  serious  nuisance 
was  discovered  will  be  connected  with  the  sewers  as  soon  as  the  sewers 
have  been  extended,  and  for  this  extension  plans  have  been  passed  in 
preparation  for  immediate  execution  of  the  work. 

With  regard  to  Puerperal  Fever,  in  three  of  the  cases  I  wrote  to 
mid  wives  in  attendance  on  the  women,  and  in  the  fourth  case  gave  oral 
advice  as  to  personal  disinfection  and  the  need  for  giving  up  nursing  the 
lying-in  for  a  time.  Midwives — practical,  without  having  been  trained 
or  educated — do  much  useful  work  for  the  very  poor  in  this  town,  who 
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either  do  not  see  the  need  or  are  too  proud  to  apply  for  the  services  of 
the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer.  In  such  cases  I  take  a  broad  view  of 
matters  as  they  are ,  and  as  far  as  possible  regulate  the  action  of  Midwives 
when  necessary,  without  being  too  hard  on  those  who  do  their  best.  The 
last  Midwives’  Bill  before  Parliament,  if  it  had  become  law,  would  only 
have  touched  the  fringe  of  the  question,  at  any  rate  for  the  present 
generation.  The  women  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of 
registered  Midwives  will  belong  to  the  class  above  the  very  poor;  but  in 
due  time  something  may  be  done  which  will  supersede  the  illiterate, 
though  good-meaning,  Midwife  of  to-day. 

Cases  of  Erysipelas  were  more  than  usually  severe  ;  beyond  this  no 
further  comments  are  necessary. 

Prior  to  May  1st  very  few  cases  of  Measles  were  reported,  but  the 
disease  is  contagious  before  the  rash  appears  ;  and  soon  after  two  or  three 
cases  had  broken  out  among  those  who  had  gone  to  School  or  played  in 
the  streets  until  the  rash  was  out,  a  general  epidemic  amongst  all 
who  were  susceptible  began  The  districts  chiefly  concerned  at  first  were 
the  Central  and  West  Central  parts  of  the  town  and  at  a  later  date  the 
Eastern  end,  until  before  the  year  had  closed  no  fewer  than  427  cases 
came  to  my  knowledge.  The  type  of  disease  was  mild  and  the  portion  of 
the  year  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  cases  occurred  favourable  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  serious  lung  complications.  It  was  mainly  Measles  which 
accounted  for  the  increased  number  of  certificates  issued  to  every  one  of 
the  Public  Elementary  School  Authorities,  as  shewn  in  Table  6,  and  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  Only  three  of  the  cases  were  fatal. 
On  June  1st  handbills  were  freely  distributed  giving  general  instructions 
as  to  the  management  of  the  sufferers  and  cautioning  the  public  under 
threat  of  prosecution  by  the  Council  against  permitting  them  to  go  to 
School  or  to  appear  in  public  places  too  soon  after  recovery.  On  the 
same  day  I  advised  closure  until  July  2nd  of  the  Little  London  Board 
Schools  and  the  Wesleyan  Schools  ;  on  the  following  day  of  St.  Giles’ 
National  Schools  for  a  like  period;  and  on  the  17th  of  November  of  the 
Walsall  Load  Board  Schools  until  December  17th.  Each  of  these  Schools 
was  closed  for  the  period  indicated  by  the  Council,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  with  benefit  to  the  Scholars  attending  thereat.  I  also  invited  and 
obtained  the  co-operation  of  the  Managers  of  the  three  Sunday  Schools 
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hold  in  those  buildings.  All  the  Schools  were  cleansed  and  disinfected 
with  Sulphurous  Acid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  which  I  am  informed 
a  charge  of  15/-  was  in  each  instance  made  by  the  Council.  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  on  what  grounds  a  charge  is  made  for  doing  that  which  is 
so  obviously  for  the  public  welfare,  and  the  more  so  when  it  is  borne  in 
mind  that  no  charge  is  made  for  the  disinfection  of  dwelling  houses.  If 
any  charges  are  made  for  the  disinfection  of  Board  Schools,  the  cost  is 
paid  by  the  public,  and  it  can  make  no  difference  to  the  public  whether 
it  is  raised  through  the  District  Rate  or  the  Poor  Rate  ;  whilst  if  any  cost 
is  incurred  by  ’Voluntary  School  Managers  it  is  raised  from  other  sources, 
and  the  Voluntary  Schools  are  to  that  extent  handicapped  by  the  Public 
Authority. 

Cases  of  Diarrhoea  and  deaths  therefrom  were  abnormally  few,  the 
relatively  low  temperature  of  August  being  favourable  to  the  non¬ 
production  of  the  specific  poison,  which  in  hot  weather  causes  such  an 
enormous  fatality  amongst  young  children,  wherever  local  conditions  are 
favourable. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  infectious  diseases,  I  wish  to  emphasize 
what  I  believe  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  means  of  obtaining  information  here 
-m  now  equal  to,  if  not  superior  to,  that  which  prevails  mywhere  else. 
The  possession  of  the  knowledge  is  useful,  and  often  leads  to  beneficial 
results;  but,  whilst  this  is  so,  the  means  provided  for  coping  with  the 
difficulties  are  lamentably  insufficient,  and  often  amount  to  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  personal  influence. 

The  Scheme  for  the  establishment  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  proposed 
jointly  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  Willenhall,  Bilston  and 
Darlaston  Urban  District  Councils  in  1899  has  not  been  accepted.  I  can 
therefore  say  nothing  more  on  that  subject  for  the  present. 

A  site  for  a  Small  Pox  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  secured  between 
Portobello  and  Bunker’s  Hill,  but  no  Hospital  is  in  readiness  te  receive 
patients.  The  most  I  can  say  for  the  site  is,  that  a  Hospital  there  will 
be  better  than  no  Hospital  at  all.  The  surroundings  are  not  pleasant, 
and  it  is  not  far  enough  away  from  a  considerable  centre  of  population 
to  be  effectual  in  preventing  the  spread  of  such  a  contagious  disease.  It 
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is  probable  no  suitable  site  can  be  found  in  Willenhall.  Whether  a  suit¬ 
able  site  could  be  purchased  in  Bentley,  Wednesfield  or  Essington,  I 
don’t  know,  but  these  are  the  places  in  which  to  make  inquiries. 


The  Disinfecting  Apparatus  was  useless  all  the  year.  1  understand 
the  Council  has  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan,  and 
has  decided  in  the  event  of  obtaining  it,  to  purchase  a  Washington-Lyons 
Disinfector  and  to  build  a  suitable  place  for  its  proper  equipment. 

in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  finding  a  suitable 
“tip”  the  Council’s  late  Surveyor  presented  a  report  on  the  value  of  a 
Refuse  Destructor,  but  the  matter  remains  in  abeyance.  The  “tip”  now 
in  use  near  the  Central  Schools  is  a  nuisance  both  to  the  Schools  and  the 
general  public. 

With  regard  to  properties  on  which  I  made  reports  during  the  year 
and  in  the  preceding  year,  your  Inspector  informs  me  that  Nos.  29  to  35 
High  Street,  both  inclusive,  and  4  houses  in  the  rear,  described  by  me  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  12  houses  at  Rose  Hill  described  by  himself  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  have  been  put  into  a  satisfactory  conditition ;  that 
the  Formal  Notice  relating  to  Mr.  Fortnam’s  slaughterhouse  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Street  has  been  complied  with ;  that  a  new  slaughterhouse  has 
been  built  on  Mr.  Noonan’s  property,  Market  Place,  and  all  the  required 
work  done,  except  paving  of  the  yard  which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  an 
adjoining  building  has  been  pulled  down  and  re-built ;  that  the  Magis¬ 
trates’  Order  relating  to  the  drainage  of  36  and  37  Lower  Lichfield  Street 
has  been  complied  with  ;  that  38  and  39  Wolverhampton  Street  still  have 
no  drainage  connection  with  the  sewers;  that  plans  have  been  passed  for 
the  improvement  of  8,  9,  10  and  11  Chapel  Green  and  16  houses  in  the 
rear,  but  that  the  work  has  not  yet  been  done  ;  that  House  1  Court  1 
Leve  Lane  has  been  pulled  down  because  unfit  for  habitation,  and  that  an 
intimation  having  been  conveyed  to  the  landlord  that  Nos.  5,  6,  7  and  8 
Leve  Lane  and  Nos.  2  to  8  in  Court  1  adjacent  thereto  would  soon  be 
condemned  if  not  put '  into  thorough  repair,  the  houses  have  been  put 
into  fair  sanitary  order ;  that  nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve 
Nos.  3,  4  and  5,  Bow  Street;  and  that  No.  52  Union  Street  has  been 
put  into  suitable  repair  for  occupation. 
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A  summary  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  work  is  given  in  Table  5. 
He  has  made  a  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  Little  London  or  No.  5 
Sanitary  Division  and  part  of  another  Division.  He  reports  that  a  good 
deal  of  old  property  lias  been  re-constructed ;  that  the  town  generally 
speaking  is  in  fair  order;  that  the  night-soil  contractor  does  his  work  more 
promptly,  in  consequence  of  a  form  of  notice  being  served  on  him,  which 
he  has  to  return  signed  as  having  been  complied  with  within  three  days ; 
that  many  privies  have  been  converted  into  water  closets,  and  ashpits 
been  made  smaller  ;  that  filth  deposits  are  still  allowed  to  accumulate 
too  long;  that  the  surface  drainage  from  roofs  and  yards  is  now  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  into  the  sewers;  that  a  serious  nuisance  still  exists  at  13  New 
Street;  and  that  the  Council’s  own  men  unstopped  free  of  cost,  225 
blocked  drains  and  water  closets — chiefly  waste-water  closets. 

I  advise  the  Council  to  encourage  the  use  of  wash-down  in  preference 
to  waste-water  closets,  because  experience  shows  the  latter  to  be  far  more 
liable  to  be  blocked  by  careless  and  ignorant  people.  A  charge  of  10/- 
per  year  per  house  for  water  for  each  wash-down  closet  is  generally 
regarded  here  as  excessive — hence  the  greater  use  of  the  waste-water 
closet  In  Walsall  I  am  told  there  is  no  charge  for  water  for  one  closet 
and  only  a  charge  of  4/-  a  year  for  each  extra  closet ;  whilst  in  Bilston 
there  is  no  charge  for  one  closet,  and  a  charge  of  7/6  a  year  for  every 
closet  beyond  the  first.  As  many  water  closets  are  in  use  for  more  than 
one  house,  the  charge  per  house  and  not  per  closet  seems  to  emphasize 
the  contention  that  the  charge  here  is  excessive.  Can  the  Council  do 
anything  to  get  the  rates  favourably  revised,  so  as  to  encourage  the  use 
of  a  better  type  of  closet  ? 

The  water  service  has  been  abundant  and  on  the  whole  good.  On 
one  day  in  July  the  water  was  disagreeable  in  the  Walsall  Iioad,  but  I 
got  the  mains  flushed  at  once  and  a  pure  supply  was  the  immediate 
result. 

When  the  sewerage  scheme  was  carried  out,  it  did  not  embrace  the 
whole  town.  New  properties  have  since  been  erected  on  the  Bilston  and 
Wolverhampton  Roads  and  some  inconvenience  has  been  caused  by  the 
fact  that  the  sewers  are  not  near  enough  for  the  house  or  factory  drains 
to  discharge  into.  Experiments  have  for  some  months  been  in  progress 
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at  the  sewage  farm  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  with  a  view  to  improve  the  sewage  effluent,  but  I  understand 
definite  and  final  conclusions  have  not  yet  been  arrived  at. 

There  are  several  streets  not  yet  taken  over  by  the  Council  in  a  very 
unwholesome  condition — notably  Gipsy  Lane — and  there  are  others  which 
need  an  extensive  outlay  to  put  into  proper  sanitary  order.  I  advise  the 
Council  to  have  all  streets  and  roads  put  into,  and  maintained  in,  good 
order. 

A  new  Cemetery  was  formally  opened  in  the  Summer,  at  Bentley, 
just  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Willenhall  Urban  District.  The  site  is  an 
excellent  one  for  the  purpose. 

Seven  workshops  were  inspected.  I  requested  that  two  might  be 
cleansed  and  limewashed  and  that  two  nuisances  near  might  be  abated, 
and  in  each  case  my  advice  was  acted  on.  The  workshop  of  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Regent  Street,  needs  better  ventilation.  As  advice  given  on 
inspection  has  not  been  acted  on,  a  Formal  Notice  should  be  issued. 


Three  hundred  and  fifty  one  children  were  successfully  vaccinated, 
32  certificates  of  exemption  were  made  by  Magisterial  Order  and  10  cer¬ 
tificates  of  insusceptibility  were  received.  Considering  that  the  births  of 
697  children  were  registered,  of  whom  118  died  before  the}7  were  a  year 
old,  these  figures  are  far  from  satisfactory.  They  mean  that  approximately 
one-third  of  those  born  have  not  been  successfully  vaccinated.  Is  there 
a  laxity  in  the  administration  of  the  law  on  this  subject  ]  Cannot  the 
Council  bring  some  pressure  to  secure  compliance  with  the  law  1 

Bye-laws  relating  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  Slaughterhouses,  Streets  and  Buildings  have  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Those  relating  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
have  been  printed,  and  the  others  are  about  to  be.  Other  bye-laws  are 
still  under  consideration  by  the  Board.  Forty-one  Dairies  and  Milkshops 
have  been  registered.  This  will  pave  the  way  for  an  early  consideration 
as  to  whether  the  increase  of  tubercular  diseases  in  recent  years  is  at  all 
due  to  the  milk  supply. 
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About  40  new  houses  were  built.  The  accommodation  is  I  think 
at  present  equal  to  the  demand,  unless  it  be  for  houses  of  from  3/-  to  5/- 
a  week  rental. 

The  food  supply  was  plentiful  and  equal  in  quality  to  that  of  former 
years. 

In  consequence  of  revelations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchester 
that  beer  containing  Arsenic  was  being  largely  sold,  I  made  inquiries  and 
reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  four  cases  of  Arsenical 
Neuritis.  The  action  taken  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  throughout 
the  County  no  doubt  speedily  caused  the  withdrawal  from  sale  of  poison¬ 
ous  beer.  Several  samples  of  beer  taken  here  by  the  County  Inspector 
were  examined  and  pronounced  free  from  Arsenic  by  the  County  Analyst. 
It  does  not  however  follow  that  no  beer  containing  Arsenic  had  been  sold 
here.  In  fact  a  close  examination  of  Dr.  Reid’s  able  report  to  his  Coun¬ 
cil  on  the  subject  leads  me  to  infer  that  probably  beer  containing  Arsenic 
had  been  sold.  The  position  of  District  Councils  and  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  in  such  cases  requires  to  be  more  clearly  defined,  for  it  seems  to 
me  that  though  District  Councils  through  its  Officials  may  collect  samples 
and  get  them  analysed  at  their  own  cost  by  the  County  Analyst,  they 
have  neither  the  power  to  prosecute  nor  the  power  to  appoint  Analysts 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  At  any  rate  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the 
District  Council  to  insist,  on  behalf  of  the  local  public,  that  all  the  beer 
sold  here  should  be  free  from  poisonous  materials;  and  to  make  it  quite 
clear  that  whoever  may  be  legally  the  prosecuting  Authority,  they  at 
any  rate  will  protect  the  local  public  by  insisting  on  prosecutions  where 
there  is  reason  to  fear  criminal  ignorance  or  carelessness  in  selling  an 
article  adulterated  by  poison. 

The  Tables  required  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  County  Council  will  be  forwarded,  and  in  substance  they  are 
appended.  With  regard  to  Table  1,  I  think  it  right  to  offer  some  criti¬ 
cism,  because  the  value  of  statistics  depends  upon  uniformity  of  under¬ 
standing  by  Medical  Officers  throughout  the  Country,  and  no  such 
uniformity  will,  I  fear,  be  obtained  this  year.  There  are  no  Public  Institu¬ 
tions  in  Willenhall,  therefore  the  deaths  in  the  Union  House  at  Wolver¬ 
hampton  cannot  affect  the  net  result  if  the  instructions  are  followed  ; 
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whereas  we  have  hitherto  been  told  to  include  them  when  possible,  but  I 
fear  in  many  places  it  either  has  not  been  done  or  has  not  been  possible- 
I  have  included  them  in  the  net  result.  The  definitions  of  the  terms 
‘‘Non-residents”  and  “Residents”  are  not  satisfactory.  For  instance  if 
a  “Non-Resident  ”  means  a  person  brought  into  a  district  on  amount  of 
illness ,  and  dying  there ,  the  deaths  of  persons  in  the  district  who  did  not 
come  there  on  account  of  illness  are  not  to  be  included.  Again,  if  a 
“  Resident”  is  a  person  taken  out  of  a  district  on  account  of  illness,  and 
dying  elsewhere ,  the  majority  of  those  who  die  in  the  Union  House  at 
Wolverhampton  do  not  go  there  on  account  of  illness,  for  they  are  often 
there  for  years  before  they  die,  and  inasmuch  as  there  are  from  12  to  18 
deaths  in  the  Union  House  from  the  Township  of  Willenhall  each  year, 
there  must  be  a  large  but  unknown  number  of  persons  in  the  Union 
House,  which  number,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  should  be  added  to  popula¬ 
tion  in  order  to  arrive  at  fairly  accurate  results.  These  remarks  apply 
in  some  measure  also  to  Table  4. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  19,731. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  T.  HARTILL, 

M.  0.  H. 

Willenhall , 

February  18  th,  1901. 


TABLE  i. — For  Whole  District. 
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TABLE  2. 

LOCALITIES. 


There  are  no  Localities  of  known  Population . 
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TABLE  3. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Certified  during  the  Year. 


At  all 

At  Ages 

—Years. 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards 

Diphtheria 

9 

•  •  « 

2 

3 

1 

3 

•  • 

Membranous 

Croup 

1 

1 

♦  0  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas 

30 

1 

2 

5 

4 

14 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

136 

1 

23 

79 

31 

2 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

12 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

5 

2 

5 

. . . 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

... 

Totals  ... 

192 

3 

27 

92 

39 

27 

4 

Cases  of  Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  same  period. 


TABLE  4. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


Deaths  in 

whole  District  at  subjoined 

1  Deaths 

A^es. 

1  in 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

1  1  and 

5  and 

15  and  25  and  65  anc 

Public 

All 

Uuder  under 

under 

under 

under 

UD- 

Institu- 

Ages 

1. 

!  5’ 

15 

25 

65 

wards. 

tions. 

Small-Pox 

Measles 

3 

1 

i 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

1 

Whooping-Cough 
“Diphth  e  via  and  mem  bran  on  s 

9 

3 

6 

croup 

Croup 

2 

2 

|  Tyhus 

Fever  >  Enteric 

3 

1 

2 

J  Other  continued  ... 

Epidemic  influenza  '  ... 
Cholera 

6 

2 

4 

3 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

5 

2 

3 

Enteritis 

30 

23 

2 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  ... 

Other  septic  diseases 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

29 

1 

5 

23 

1 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Bronchitis 

26 

9 

7 

10 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

39 

13 

16 

1 

8 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

1 

1 

tory  organs 

3 

2 

1 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

3 

- 

3 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

19 

19 

parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

14 

2 

1 

9 

2 

Accidents 

4 

2 

2 

Suicides 

1 

1 

*  Found  drowned 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

1 

119 

41 

22 

3 

4 

26 

23 

11 

All  causes,, 

...  ,  I 

310 

118 

57 

11 

15 

93 

46 

•  18 

#  No  evidence  as  to  Accident  or  otherwise. 
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TABLE  5. 


Summary  of  Work  by  inspector  of  Nuisances,  under  my  supervision. 


Inspec- 

tions 

Inform¬ 

al 

Formal 

No  of 
Nuis- 

Nuisances 

abated 

Pros- 

ecu- 

made 

Notices 

Notices. 

ances. 

after  notice 

tions. 

Dwell’g  (  Foul  Conditions 

3 

3 

6 

2 

1 

Houses  ;  Structural  Defects  \ 

2090 

7 

6 

12 

8 

•  •  • 

and  j  Overcrowding  0 

5 

12 

15 

15 

•  • 

Schools  (  Unfit  for  Habitat’ll  ) 

1 

1 

2 

2 

«  m  • 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  &  Cowsheds 

80 

3 

•  *  » 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

Bakehouses 

78 

22 

22 

18 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

40 

3 

2 

5 

4 

1 

Canal  Boats 

39 

, . , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

907 

693 

13 

693 

6S6 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

14 

7 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

Water  Closets 

481 

77 

7 

84 

82 

,T  (  Defective  Traps  ) 

ouse  )  X>iscoimectioii  > 

250 

*  •  9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Drainage  0ther  Fau)ts  j 

86 

39 

125 

101 

2 

Water  Supply 

12 

6 

•  •  « 

6 

6 

Pigsties 

40 

2 

4 

5 

5 

Animals  improperly  kept 

4 

2 

2 

2 

Workshops 

7 

4 

4 

3 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

40 

7 

13 

20 

1 

13 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  „  „  ,,  ,, 

Prosecution  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Person 
Conviction  for  ditto 

Drainage — Magistrates’  Order  in  1897  complied  with  1900 
Informal  Notices  1899 — Abatement  of  Nuisance,  1900 
Formal  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ... 

Formal  ,,  1900  in  process  of  Abatement 

Formal  ,,  ,,  not  complied  with,  but  in  most  cases  about 


)> 


to  be 


1 

2 

114 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

15 

11 

27 
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TABLE  6. 


Shewing  Certificates  to  Elementary  School  Authorities  advising  exclusion 
of  Scholars  from  infected  Houses  for  specified  periods  during  the  School 
year  ended  November  30th,  1900  ;  including  those  granted  in  the  previous 


School  year,  the  effect  of  which  had  not  expired 

on  December  1st,  1899 

Certificates  of 
Infected 
Persons. 

i 

Healthy 

Absentees 

Board  Schools,  Little  London 

113 

154 

,,  „  Portobello 

204 

291 

„  ,,  Central 

138 

160 

,.  ,,  Walsall  Road 

114 

172 

St.  Giles’  National  Schools 

85 

84 

St.  Anne’s  ,,  ,, 

21 

23 

Wesleyan  Methodist  „ 

90 

112 

Primitive  ,,  ,, 

71 

109 

St.  Mary’s  Catholic  ,, 

36 

45 

Totals 

872 

1150 

